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A SERMON, &c. 


| 1 SAM. X. 24. 
GOD SAVE THE KING. 


Ix theſe Vu we have the Ifraelites joyful in- 


vocation of the Supreme Being in behalf of Saul, 
who was now, in the preſence of them all, with great 


ſolemnity anointed their King. And this invoca- 


tion, we find, was cuſtomary among them on the 


like occaſions. It is the voice of joy and duty 


united; the unforced and eaſy ſuggeſtion of their 


own minds. By a natural impulſe they were led 
to expreſs their joy in a ſhort but comprehenſive” 


addreſs to the great King of Kings, that he would 


be pleaſed to protect and defend their earthly Go- 


 vernor from all evils ſpiritual and temporal, to 
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{ 
ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh his throne here, and to 
crown him with everlaſting glory her caſter, 


This is the import of Weir fupplication, God 
ſave the King; I 


a ſupplication 1 in which every one 
will devoutly join, who conſiders as he ought to do 


the wildom and goodneſs of Providence in the mar- 


vellous event as on this day brought about, when 


to the joy of all friends of our happy Conſtitution 


in Church and State, our religious and civil rights, 


which had been ſo daringly and cruelly violated 


during the Uſurpation, were reſtored, and the 
Church of England and Monarchy | were re-eſta- 
bliſhed, 


The continuance of theſe bleſſings is intimately and 


inſeparably interwoven with the ſafety of the Sove- 


reign, Without HIM the juſtly-boaſted equipoiſe 
of our Conſtitution is at an end; anarchy and con- 


fuſion immediately enter, and with them every evil 


work, and lead to the greateſt enormities. We of 
theſe 


L 
ay 


tn! 


theſe times have indeed ſeen a moſt awful inſtance of 


this in the foul and dreadful ſcenes acted, and ſtill 


acting, in a neighbouring country, and have, [ truſt, 
received a moſt convincing leſſon! It becomes then 
eminently our duty to lay that leſſon to heart; and 


| according to the precept and example of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, to preſerve our own loyalty firm and 
unſhaken. Thus ſhall we give one ſubſtantial proof 
that we live under a due ſenſe of the goodneſs of the 
Almighty diſplayed i in the event of this day, and 


that we feel ourſelves called upon by every obliga- 


tion, human and divine, to promote in our ſeveral 
ſtations, as much as in us lies, the welfare of the 
King, a dutiful obedience to his authority, an affec- 

tionate attachment to his perſon, and to imitate the 
zeal of the Ifraelites in the Text, by offering up 


our prayers to the great Ruler of all things 1 in his 
behalf. 


— Es 


That it is our Duty to pray for our Sovereign, St. 
Paul teaches us in the moſt expreſs and intelligible 
manner; 


E 
manner ; I exhort, that, firſt of all, Supplications, 
"7" Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks be 
made for all men; for KIN G8, and all that are 
in Authority; | that we may lead a quiet and 
 * peaceable life, in all godlineſs and honeſty : for 
this is good and acceptable in the Sight of God 
„our Saviour.“ This laſt motive cannot fail of 
having 1t's due effect on every andere Chriſtian; 
nor of impreſſing ſtrongly on his mind with what 
indignation and abhorrence that ſame God and Sa- 
viour muſt conſequently turn away from the ſediti- 
ous and rebellious, and to what a ſevere account he 

will call them at the great day of retribution. 


This, I ſay, will be ſufficiently binding upon every 
true Chriſtian. But there are other motives which 
well deſerve our conſideration. Thoſe weighty cares 
which are attendant on the high charge of Princes, 
eſpecially when in the hands of a conſcientious Poſ- 


leſlor, the ang difficulties thrown in the way of 
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their government by the wickedneſs and ambition of 


ſome, the attempted fruſtrations of their beſt inten- 


tions by the perverſenefs of others, the dangers to 
which their perſons are expoſed from treacherous 
ingratitude, — all theſe give them ſuch a claim to our 


prayers for ſpiritual ſtrength and protection for them 


from above, as no feeble arguments of cold indif- 


ference or ſophiſtical diſaffection will ever be able 


to invalidate. Add to this, that by theſe religious 


exerciſes in behalf of our Sovereign we cheriſh in 
our own minds a love of peaceableneſs and due ſub- 


ordination. The performance of theſe ſolemn acts 
infuſes into us an habitual ſpirit of meekneſs, and of 
that dutiful and reſpectful ſubmiſſion to authority, 


which a good ſubject i 18 proud to pay, and which 2 
1 man has no wiſh to withhold, 


But, to thoſe who have the happineſs to live un- 


der the mild adminiſtration of a good and pious 


Prince, the obligation becomes irre{i{tible. When 


He that ruleth over men is juſt, ruling in the fear 
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of God, *“ the great and public bleſſings of ſuch an 


adminiſtration are beyond all calculation. They are 


beautifully pictured out with the moſt exquiſite 


imagery in the laſt words of David; © He ſhall 
be as the light of the morning, when the Sun 
„ riſeth, even a morning without clouds ; as the 


tender graſs ſpringing out of the earth by clear 
Bd ſhining after rain. *“ The ſame beauty of alluſion 
15 uſed, on the very ſame occaſion, in the ſeventy- 


ſecond Pſalm; - He ſhall come down, like the rain 


% upon the mown graſs; + an: ſhowers that water the 
earth.“ 


Every one, I am perſuaded, who 8 me, has 
already made the obvious application to our own ex- 
cellent Sovereign. The queſtion is then, Are we 


ſufficiently thankful for theſe bleſſings ? and while 


we are drawing nigh unto God with our lips,” are 


our hearts aner impreſſed with a ſenſe of His 


*2 Samuel XXIII 3. 4+ 
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providential goodneſs towards us, diſplayed in this, 
and in ſo many other inſtances ? 


Perhaps no nation under heaven, except the Jew- 
iſh, can boaſt of ſuch plentiful effuſions of the di- 
vine goodneſs, and ſuch frequent and ſignal inter- 
poſitions of Providence in it's favor, as our own 
Iſland has experienced. She was bleſt with an 
early knowledge of the Chriſtian religion. This re- 
ligion, by a wonderful combination of events, has 
been purged from the groſs mixture of Popery and 
Fanaticiſm, and is preſerved among us, to this day, 
in a degree of purity the neareſt to the apoſtolical 
times. Our civil eſtabliſhment, the beſt conſtituted 
in the known world, has, with comparatively little 
interruption, continued in the ſame form for ſome 
centuries paſt, The Church of England and Mo- 
narchy have gone hand in hand, and been at once 
| the ornament and ſupport of each other. We have, 
in general, been bleſt with bah and fruitful ſea- 


ſons, 


+) 


ſons, and our «years have been crowned with the 
goodnels | of the Lord.” 


® 


And now, what return have we made unto the 
Lord for all the benefits he hath done unto us ? Are 


we the more ſincere and ſtedfaſt in the faith and 
practice of our moſt holy religion ?----Or----ſhall it 


be ſaid, that infidelity and immorality have ſet up 


their ſtandard amoneſt | us ?----Do we reverence the 


Lord's ſabbaths, and keep them holy 7—0r—is 


there room to complain, that they are too commonly 
ſingled out for unneceſſary journies, for pleaſure 


and amuſement, if not for worſe purpoſes 8 


we, in our converſation, preſerve an habitual awe of 
God's holy name ?----Or----is it true, that it is every 


day, nay every hour, wantonly toſſed about in the 
mouths of prophane wretches, calling for that dam- 
nation upon themſelves which, it is to be feared, is 


too near them already ? © Becauſe of ſwearing the 


Land mourneth ”, ſaith the prophet. Can we fay, 


with holy Job,“ till die, [ wh not remove my 


integrity | 
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7 integrity from me : my righteouſneſs I hold 


| "6 faſt, and will not let it go Or- is it true, 
l that one general want of principle has ſpread it's 
Ipaneful influence throughout the Kingdom In 
ſhort, do we act as men, and as Chriſtians? Do we 
moderate our deſires? Are we frugal, chaſte and 
5 temperate 9 Or-—-ſpall it be ſaid, that an inor- 
dinate love of pleaſure, that luxury and prodi— 5 
Yeatity, and the moſt open and avowed debauchery 


aud us to a ſhameful pre-eminence in wicked- 
neſs, beyond the example of former ages? 


My nn if our Rears be whale! with 

I God, if they condemn us not, then may we have 
4 confidence towards him.” Even now, though 
dhe {word be unſheathed, and an hoſt of men be 
Tilen up againſt us, yet may we truſt that *the 
* Lord of hoſts will be our refuge. — But, if, on the 
* contrary, the cry of our national guilt be gone up 
to heaven, be aſſured, that nothing but a general 
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1 epentance and reformation, from the higheſt to 
1 Teen — the 
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the loweſt, can ſave us from deſtruction! If the 
word of God be true,---if his promiſes of mercy 


to the penitent can allure us, —if his threatenings 


denounced againſt obſtinate ſinners can alarm our 


conſciences ,---let me exhort you, in the name of 


God, to repent, that you may eſcape the wrath 
which is to come! It is in the power of each of 
us to reform One, that is, himſelf; and ſo to 


lighten the burden of our national iniquity. So, 
and ſo only. ſhall we prove the ſincerity of our 


gratitude to the Almighty, and with hearts leſs 
unworthy of 2 continuance of the BLESSINGS re- 
ſtoredtous.as on this day, by the re-eſtabliſhment of 


Kingly Government, unite acceptably i in this peti- 


tion to the throne of grace in behalf of our be- 


loved Sovereign, As for his enemies, clothe them 


** with ſhame; but vaen - Himſelf let his Crown. 
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